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FINAL ACTION 



1. This Action is in response to amendment filed on 1 1/10/2006. Claims 4, 12-17, 

i 

T 

24 and 25 have been canceled. Claims 1-3, 5-1 1 and 18-23 are presented for t 
examination. 



2. Claims 1-3 and 5-1 1 are allowed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - . 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Liming (US 2002/0055924). 



5. As to claim 18, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 9 above. 
In addition, Liming discloses a method of discovering local devices comprising: 

acquiring a unique identifier that is associated with a location for which 
corresponding devices including a first device and a second device are desired to be 
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discovered (figs. 4-9, 12-13; page 2, 0014-0017; page 6, 0082-0084; page 10, 0125- 
0127); 

sending a message from the first device containing the unique identifier over a 
network and to an entity from which the devices can be discovered (figs. 4-9, 12-13; 
page 2, 0014-0017; page 6, 0082-0084; page 10, 0125-0127); 

receiving a reply from the entity, the reply containing a list of available devices for 
the location including the second device, wherein the devices acquired the unique 
identifier at the location and reported acquisition of the unique identifier to the entity 
(figs. 4-9, 12-13; page 2, 0014-0017; page 6, 0082-0084; page 10, 0125-0127; page 13, 
0158). 

6. As to claim 19, Liming discloses wherein said acquiring comprises receiving 
manually entered data comprising the unique identifier (page 5, 0066, "from automatic 
to manual"). 

7. As to claim 20, Liming discloses wherein said acquiring comprises 
automatically entered data comprising the unique identifier (page 5, 0066, "default 
automatic mode"). 

8. As to claim 21 , Liming discloses wherein said acts of sending and receiving 
comprises doing so via the Internet (202, fig. 1). 
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9. As to claim 22, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 18 above. In 
addition, Liming discloses one or more computer-readable media having computer- 
readable instructions thereon which, when executed by one or more processors (page 
10,0125; page 14, 0172). 

10. As to claim 23, Liming discloses a client device embodying the one or more 
computer-readable media (page 10, 0125; page 14, 0172). 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed on 1 1/6/06 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

(1 ) Applicants argued, on page 1 2 of the remarks that Liming fails to teach or 
suggest that a reply is sent to a client device with a list of available devices for the 
current location of the client device. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., a reply is sent to a client device with a list of available devices for the current 
location of the client device) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). Furthermore, Liming discloses receiving a reply from the entity, the reply 
containing a list of available devices for the location including the second device (figs. 
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10-11, "system 100 processes the request... system 100 conducts a location context 
service search of service database 208... system 100 displays search results and 
possibly ad content on user interface 104 as a list..."; figs. 4-page 2, 0014-0018, "when 
a receiver or other devices is determined to be within a geographic region, audio, video, 
or other sensory-stimulating content can be presented... presented content can 
include... user-requested content"; page 6, 0078-0084; page 10, 0125-0131; page 13, 
0158). 

(2) Applicants argued, on page 12 of the remarks that Liming fails to teach or 
suggest at least "acquiring a unique identifier that is associated with a location for which 
corresponding devices including a first and second device are desired to be 
discovered." 

In response to applicants argument, applicant fails to consider the teachings of 
Liming reference. Liming explicitly discloses acquiring a unique identifier that is 
associated with a location for which corresponding devices including a first device and a 
second device are desired to be discovered (figs. 4-9, 12-13; page 2, 0014-0017; page 
6, 0078-0084, "service_table can contain a list of categorized or classified services and 
their geographic location and or/availability... Service table may store information about 
Service Identifiers, Service Location Identifiers, Service Type, or Service Class or 
category Subclasses..."; page 10, 0125-0131). 

12. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jungwon Chang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3960. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00 (Monday-Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

January 19, 2007 ~$V/UZjWpW 

JUNGWON CHANG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 21 00 



